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Beaver basics 
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• Nocturnal

• Live in monogamous family groups

• Live in bank burrows or lodges

• Vegetarian

• Build dams from sticks and mud



Beavers 
in Avon



Beavers 
in Chew
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Woody Vegetation Feeding

• Distinct teeth marks – feel for ridges

• “Pencil tip” gnawed ends

Spotting Beaver Signs



Slides and Dams

Spotting Beaver Signs…2



Burrows and Lodges

• Burrows typically underwater

• Lodges constructed from wood, mud & vegetation 

Spotting Beaver Signs…3
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Beaver benefits

30% reduction 
in flood peak 
flows lowers 
downstream 

flood risk

> 1 million litres 

of water storage, 

increased 

downstream 

water supplyComplex wetland 
habitats support a 
range of plant and 

animal species

100 tonnes of 
carbon stored 
per hectare of 
beaver pond

Lower nitrates 
and suspended 
sediments  in 

water 
downstream

More 
opportunities 

for ecotourism 
and recreation

Reduced flood 
risk

Improved water 
quality

Increased 
biodiversity

Resilience to 
drought

Carbon storage

Recreation and 
ecotourism
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Enhanced water quality



Impacts



How we can help

Beaver Advice and Support Team 
Email: beavers@avonwildlifetrust.org.uk 

Please log sightings to help us track 
population 
Visit: www.avonwildlifetrust.org.uk/beavers

mailto:beavers@avonwildlifetrust.org.uk
http://www.avonwildlifetrust.org.uk/beavers
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Any questions?
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